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The purpose of the Not In Our School Identity Safe and Inclusive School Program is to 

promote identity safe middle and high schools using research and evidenced-based 

strategies. Not In Our School (NIOS) combines a unique approach to schoolwide culture 

with student-led efforts and involvement of the entire community to prevent bullying 

and intolerance while ensuring safety, acceptance, and inclusion. The climate on any 

campus determines whether every child feels physically and emotionally safe, engaged, 

and respected (National School Climate Center, 2016a).

This model builds on NIOS’s many years of experience and research on bullying. 

NIOS campaigns have been implemented at all academic levels from preschool to 

the university. These campaigns have varied in size from a single school to an entire 

district, and even in multi-district efforts. Our blogs and e-newsletter have showcased 

innovative NIOS initiatives and best practices. The NIOS Quick Start Guide, offering a 

simple model for student-led NIOS campaigns, has been downloaded by thousands of 

schools nationally. 

 

This new Identity Safe and Inclusive School Program incorporates a comprehensive set 

of structured activities for middle and high schools. Focused on bullying prevention 

and school-wide initiatives, it creates an inclusive school climate, and comes with 

implementation and evaluation tools. With this guide, teachers can help students learn 

to promote kindness and empathy, reduce bullying, become “upstanders” rather than 

bystanders, and develop compassion and acceptance of others.
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About Not In Our School
Not In Our School (NIOS) is a project that grew out of Not In Our 
Town	(NIOT),	which	began	as	a	film	about	one	community	that	
stood up to hate and intolerance. Over the last 20 years, NIOT has 

grown into a movement of people in towns and cities who are sharing their innovative 
strategies for preventing hate-based incidents and creating inclusive communities. 

NIOS offers creative solutions to bullying and intolerance, with tools for creating 
a positive school climate that addresses bullying without blaming, but instead 
supporting the student who is bullied and then helps student bullies and others 
transform. NIOS has distinguished itself as one of the few bullying programs with a 
focus on equity and ways to prevent bias-based bullying. The NIOS Identity Safe and 
Inclusive School Program is unique because it emphasizes student-led activities that 
have been shown to work in other schools. 

Since 2006, we have continued to develop the Not In Our School interactive website 
(www.niot.org/nios), which offers a wide range of resources for teachers and students 
to start their own on-campus initiatives. The website has an array of free, easily 
accessible	online	films,	lesson	plans,	and	activity	guides.

The new NIOS Identity Safe and Inclusive School Program includes a comprehensive 
two-year plan for a school to create a safe and accepting climate, with measures to 
assure equity and identity safety for all students while addressing bullying and all 
forms of intolerance. The Program encompasses three areas: Schoolwide culture and 
climate, Student-Led Action, and Getting the Community involved. 

We welcome your participation!




